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similarly instructed. They are as fol- 


lows: 
1. Prior to the act of March 22, 1882, co- 
habitation with more than one woman was 


not unlawful. 

2. If you tind from the — that the 
defendant, since 
mund. March 


dates named in the — — not the 
to 72 pl introduced, or announced 


or eye have lived 
biting with two or 
divorce themselves, i — 


polygamous 
in the practice of 
185 women, sho 


der 
nocence of 
n 
riage, before M: 22 are 
ene can be dran by the jury from the de- 
fendaut's later of his pa- 
--ternity of such children by the women men- 
tioned in the indictment, nor from later 
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law, but an indictm 


The practice in these attacks upon 
us has not been to presume the ac- 
cused innocent until proved guilty, 
but to view him as vena ogg — 
because accused; and the 2 
ent Court in instances hav 

made to conviction where 
the evidence was open to question. 


habitation cee a be more than six 
months“ imprisonment, and three hun- 
dred dollars’ fine, the notorious rales 
from, bor „bunch the 
num ndi en 

lawful cohabitation, states that he 
not only can be —— once. for the 


Cant bet foiind 


for every week of that time; so that, 
if found guilty in this manner, a 


as women whom 
taken into the polygamous relation | 


* — 


with of fall 


presumes innocence, sea | 


rsons who were co- 


against a man for 
til Or Ot 
the enactment of the lawl: 


upon this, 


papishment would aggre — 
an imprisoument of 92 years, and fin 
to the amount of $55,200. 

‘Svill more extraordinary is the 


ruling of another Jud ho, not to 
be outdone in his’ zeal, that an 
indictment can be found for this 


day, 
er distinct interval of tima since 
As about 
1292 days have passed since then 941 


940 can be incarcera 
n prison for eure mi 
to the ‘ato unt 127 


und wine Be was 


Immorali ite” 
ver 


222 
defend | 
| 
| 
nlc | 
date, 
with him. | 
* 
1erefore, that De 
when the Camunds act look effect, 
- eontrary to the provisions of that ‘act, then 
‘were’ living ‘with mo one woman as 
wives prior to March 23, 180. have since 
4 2 une Tran! dence U re} 
fendant bad by 
e stment prior 122, 
had 
He 
Hs had a 
house, where th pies not, a, 
es th 17. 21 ‘liber ure id 
| “sho! 
1D tbe penitentiary in the | 
qe ea ud 4 | 
44141 Are 0 
the proseeiiting | of vies, not durectly ‘eucauraged Dy 
themselves oan | thoae who are charged’ she ity 
Ma J according’ the | are at least viewed by mam with in- 
given difference." They. appeer liave ‘no 
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ex the greet Redoom of mankind Him’ 


„wives. open openl 


trample pia the mest 
into, enegpes imprisanment and is 


mankind Him- 
ween thieves 
ish lar 


orify: and lift it nearer 
ot; by being recreant 
to the truth entrusted to them, have 
the fate which: made — — 
w 


| admirable the, generations 
thein. The Savior: Hitaself 


had it in His power to compromise 
wih, His.enemies: and escape. the 
| crael and ignominious death inflieted 
pon Hin. Abraham might have 
bowed to the gods of his idolatrous 


app ; while the: man who. will ‘father, and needed no angel to rescue 
not male this compact’ of dishonor, | him from his impending doom. Dan- 
who will not is aut Hie fel and bis three brethren, also, might 
ho mill: ‘have to the dearge and w 
not, day tot to of! the räaling powers! under which 
deceive amy ſlahey lived): and esceped tlie fiery fur- 
my wives hy covenants did aaes andthe den of Their re- 
not expect to’ besides being fusak to thd decree and aw 
4% tlie ofthe law, | appeared! ‘te those who had 

onipelled. nos the knowledge ‘of God whieh they 


Not wit standing all: 
are practiosd jigiinst Sen 45 no 


nesses and sins, an int 
Bat be per 
ainst; to ‘separate 
0 ftom the. red tthe world, to be im- 
and abused are not causes 
true Saints; — 
* 


and holy men and woe 


us nots of wicked obstinacy 

— should be — ished. 
bad to esenpe the threat- 
obeyed these editts, 

have lost the benefit 
their umple, und the: great God 
would not have been glorified: before 
their: contenspuraries a He wat by 
their acta, Iustend of their names 


being, us now, radiant with light and 
res ent with heroism) they woal 
had they ‘reached us, been co 


wich 1, and been mentioned in 
the same y with the Jews; con- 
‘corning — Prophet Jeremiah 
siids 7 They bend their ‘tongues: like 
‘their: bow for ties; but be are not 


aught: we nut % be willing to f valiant! for the upon the earth, 
fi — for they proceed from vil tu evil, and 

not Wellmtanin iends of ours have 
persecti — and | said. to renounes the 
te ot in almost celdstial : invites 
did — have an destruction. YThey: us and im- 
forced plore! us yield. They appeal to 
{every human us 
ich bow:toialaw whichis admitted. on 

bare framed ex 


Aste, }predghy bor cthe: destruction of the 


we arg called upon to 
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cpr 
0, } to sutisty 
off has: probably never been a 
in 
ment is ive. The man who agrees 
to discard his wife Nine 
* 


Freyhet, Tqseph, Ang: 8) 


reject, The nit ia; mad hese to re- 
taal of aver aj 
| they: eee; the. 
“gathering — that, they hear, the. 
dict tem past: Which is 


onitery wutterings.vf thesPsist- 
about 
in destructive,.fury: u 


pon dur heads, 

and. theyr upon: us, to avert, its 
wrath dy ‘timely, submission. But 
they perceive not the haud af that 
~ Being «who. controls. all. storms, Whose 
the tem pést obeys, at whose flat 


thrones. and empires are thruwn down. 


Almigbtzy God, Lord of heaven 
and earth, who, bas malle prumises to 
us, and, Who bas never failed to alf 
wall His word. wi bun | 
We did not navel celestial. mar- 
riage. We cannot withdraw or re- 
nounes it. God reven led it, and 
promised to maintain 4 b 
those Who obey: it. 
there is but 
God to 


11 


ven, may threaten | 
one caquree for men of 


.orenants. they have male in. 
sprésence of God and angels. For the 
— whether it — or: death, 
or imprisonmont, prosperity. 
adversity, we must trust in 
may say, however, if any: man 
ex enter into the coles- 
om 


—— termes 126 
not understood the 
isia weak spot in oun — or 
if there is aifibte that! can be made to 
quister Or; to: ahtink, WO - rest 
1 ‘asaured: that it will: ‘be tested. Our 
weaknesses will be fully. 
to light, and iu secking for help, the 
strength of our God will also be made 
manifest to us. The: Latter- day 
Sainte have; bees. taught this from 
* inni Such Scenes as we 
now Ni in mountains, and 
hear about in lands where the Elders 
are preaching: the Gospel, onght not 
to bela surprise to us. The Prophets. 
and A es and dis-. 


ebe false Prophets 
and Elders däf these 


and aw 


hatever 


take, 

; that, is, to keep. inviolate the holy which 
the 

Ling be vail sire, to 


of our God without 


(law-abiding. 
ey ſigriev 


yon cone 


éup — 
whieh in th 


ate 


j th. yu oF 


iden 


i law than 


men and wise men 


Oraake | 


aithfal: 


mT 


i I 
unto death; that 


ty years have passed since 

this was given to the Chureh; and we 
are now witiessing its fulfillment. 
The Saints are required todo what- 
soever the Lord commands them; to 
live by every wond whieh: ‘Goa: They 
forth oad of the .— 
are alsd instrneted to 
constitutionel, lair: — — 
such: laws support the: princi 
freedom; „maintain 


privileges. le, . — 


— ta fro 
la ih- 


dve the most 
out.! resenting 


out number we 
ous: Wrongs 


} them: bab evox tought it better 


ot fake, place; for 
have ipre dicted them, and 9 
onceasinighy eoncearai —— 


Smsking edneerming jaw; 
„in ja gexelaties given thromab ch 


mas the. case when: 

We ere vebbedand: pillaged, 


— 


| 
| 
moutk of 
* 
| 
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‘of! 
these wron 
ted us when we were beset’ by 
thirsty mobs in Ininois one of 


murd tophet, 
and triarch, 
whilé they were under "eh: pledged: 


prétedtion ofthe given tlirungh’ | 
‘Ciévertior! Ou the same veéasiin: 
one: öf the signers af this udreck Was 
-alsé brought to the gate of death, by 
beitig shot 
sassins. When driveh ftiin the bores | 
we had Sstablished in wé lad 
no disposition to hold the nation at 
‘large, nor the goverument our de. 
loved epuntry, responsible for- thase 
net to allow the spitit 
of Vengeance té'rankle in dur Hearts.’ 
“We took: ‘the tirst dpportutiity’ ‘to’ e- 
hibit’ the spirit of ‘true ‘patridtisin: | 
While undergoiug great hirdship’ un 
account of being subjected to a com- 
pulsory' exbd us, called upon byl 
tu furnist 4 body of 
to take part in the War wi bat 
e flowét of dar cam 
— with the call out cottntty? 
‘traversed the greut American desert. | 
penetrated México; and completed 
‘an harardeu Campaign, 
You hass nb ddubt read, through: 
the papers, awaevsunt Of ‘the ‘terrible! 
prihgs, in Wyoming’ Territo | 
abe help! deling — 
lest-same of dur people “have: 
bee coniiected with that bloody Hat 
and immeutely requesten 
Cluff, President of Summit 
inquise into ‘the inutter. 
we have obtuined information to tins 
present, we find th; it 
moro than has beew in- 
mixed up tliat inatter) und — 1 
of doubtful: sanding.’ We 
pleased to of this, ' 
caundt ‘associate witl: any 
revolting awd ‘inhuman,’ — 


thistopportanity to erpress dur opi- 
A great number — 


being formed with which 


‘bythe’ dane band 


that, us 


ker d et passed u 
far ub ease istered thé’ 
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Leeren ‘inimi — to 8 
and im many ive 
the rigtits man. We 
mate with them: They ve 
istimetly abe the: Ron 
‘of as the calamities 
‘should the’ peoples 
re exprésaly' conrmane and 
it ‘vir duty, to uphold and 
‘sustain every law of tlie land which 
is constitutional; ‘we have always had 
strong desire uch laws, and 
to place ourselves in harmony with al! 
the — ofthe Giuner . 
repeat, that we desire that all 
men should bs aware of the fact ‘tliat 
We hive’ the upholders ‘of ‘the a 
Constitution and laws énacted in pur- 
ition, a 
ng in the last. 
Neither have to co] 
‘in netive ‘cunfil et eve 15 
that we! deem 01 thd’ 


12 


és 18 fi 
and eustoms Of this 
ei 
las 

rovide. 
acts inltheir rélations 
‘to we refer, 

wers“ àssutancs 
Just adzud in.“ 
‘Tow give ‘nd’ 4 td 
‘that stich would ‘by 
ed. Tt musst be ‘contended; however, 

ated elsswhefef 
‘wi ‘thie to have 1175 
as provided by 

niue of of 
Fieldiag up, ab 

ineiple or reli“ 
euliviction!* Were we io make 
such Surrender, our conduct in that 
tr would not be in Hating Inh ” 
‘thé: guaraatiog of’ thie “Constitution; 
ich we aks ‘duty bound: pp. 
hold o vets un 

Iu border to people at a 
idisadiva ‘and ty ern Oat their 
religious s tem,’ thie 


ave tus 
it 
to tie lars 
there 


that! 


Sueh ere gen- 


‘beet wiotated in a number of ways. It 


ever opposition sd in 


| 
| 
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does not require any depth af. legal 


learning to understand what i 85 
by a elbe test, which 5 is forbid 
15 law uf the lan 

et lawe ave bee applica 
country, ne ingen infacting 
ple, 
offense for restriction has 
been prescri is simply religious. be- 
lief, and the means of application is a 
religious teat, It is consequently. un- 
constitutional, upon: its face, his 
and other. laws—-notably the Edmunds 


by their N with polyg- 

probably about nine. 

hatha of our community are punished 
for alleged offenses for which they are 
in no way respo ad in which 


they have taken no A. Surely no 
person is unbisssed, that gives 
this subject even ‘most. casual at- 


tention, can characterize such treat- 


ment as other than flagrantly unjust. 
It has been estimated that out of a 


who were by a of 
the right to vote or hold office, volun- 
tarily, without the application of co- 
ercion, withdrew from those privi- 
leges, notwithstanding the high esti- 
mate they placed upon them. It may 
a be asked wherein is the justice 
of placing the bulk of the people at u 
digudvantuge as well, seeing they have 


done nothing to furnish an excuse for 


such treatment! Granting that the 
small minority connected with polyg- 
amy are criminals before the luw, 


what justification. is there, on that 


account, for punishing, as the Ed- 
munds and other acta do, the over- 
whelming If such doings 
were perpetrated any other con- 
neetion, they would be unsparingly 
in as oppressive and tyran- 

cal in the most extreme degree. 


ion of a community are desig- 
one, Ross criminal, — the other 


oa much the greater portion respon: 

sible for such a condition is not only 

12 but decidedly absurd. 
tements upon this subject have 


lity upon our 
to their 2 


disabilities upon those of 
our 2 who are not in * way 


made to the Chief Executive, f 
the nation, in the form of n protest... 


| and petition for redress of griehanca. 


of the question with which.the Latter:...: 
day Saints are associited, the 
quences being a general misapprehen - 
sion of the community uud, their 
affairs, we presumed that Mr, ‘Cleve. 
land was not acquainted with e real 


situation. An opportunity was, thus 
fought to with the facts, . 
The very reasonable. desire was ex- 
pressed in this connection that a com · 
mission of i be that 
t appeur und be Given, 

as it / too; much to 


the truth mi 
to the dation: ; 
expect that this. action. — 2 
would meet with some favorabl 

ever, been made! 
unfair to attribute the delay uf the 


to a pe A whuse liberties are being 
tram pl 


granting a responses to the represen— 
must not forget the extensive aad. 


volving upon him us the head of the 


too censorio 


disposed to be 


Lord and Master, and say: 
N them, they. know. not what 
they do.“ 


tion in a more local sense, we are not 
oblivious to the anomalous: position: 
in which the Federal judicial. office 


If | are placed in dealing with outs eek: 


which appears to occupy: a large share: 
of popular attention. While it is im- 
possible for them to esenphEe pro- 
‘nounced exceptions being ken to 


their official curse, Oo, ‘secountiof ‘its: 
harshness, undue rigor, aud unjust 


| Knowing that misrepresentations have. 


taken the place of impartial . 2 


‘|}@ representation of 200.000. people, 4 
Te 


| sponse, which thus far has not, how- | 3 
Vet it would be- 


President either to iudifforence or a- 
disposition to refuse to accord justice | 


upon to an extent that is 
almost past human ‘endurance, It is 
still, hoped that be will take some 
consistent and humane action. in the 
premises. In alluding to the delay in 


tations made to the President, we 
arduous character of the duties de- 


administration of a great government. 
We mention —＋ that you may not bo 
us in re- 
gard to the actions of men in high: | 
places who have the power to redress. 
our grievances. And even when we 
feel that we are wronged, it is rg i 
for us to follow the example of our 
27 F 


ing once more to 


yt 
is 


4 


} 


: more or leas, from 10,000 to.12,000 are 

: identified with polygamy. When the 
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discrimination in administering’ the 


7 4 4 


la ws, they are entitled to some con- 


sideration, justified by, well 
stood ‘circumstances. ‘The Latter-day 


Saints are tlie hbjects vf popular ob- 
loquy. Their institutions appear 
to bo The officers 
are doubtless influenced by the gene- 
ral ‘clamor’ for the application of 
heroic treatment to the Stints. They 
themselves have doubtless’ been in- 
fluenced to some degree by personal 
réjudices, and their official conduct. 
y these conditions, is thrown out of 
balance. While their, course cannot 
be sustained in the light of fair play: 
some allowatice should be made on 
account of the liability of the human 
mind to be warped by influences in 
conflict with the principles which 
should universally obtain in courts 
of law and presumed justice. Neither 
would it be justifiable on the part of 
the Saints to entertain toward them, 
on account of their departures from 
their proper line of duty, any rancor. 
ous or vengeful feeling. A spirit of 
that character is not in unity with 
the genius of tbe Gospel of peace. 
All men dre in the hands of a just 
God, whose mighty, penetrating power 
is capable of analyzing all the motives 
which prompt human action, and He 
can and will deal with us and them 
and all men accordiug to the princi- 
_ Upwards of forty ‘years ago the 
Lord revealed to His Church the 
principle of celestial marriage. The 
idea of marrying more wives than one 
was as naturally abhorrent to the 
lending men and women of the 
Church at that day as it could be to 
any people. They shrank with dread 
frum the bare thought of entering 
into such relationshi But the 
command of God was before them in 
langage which no faithful soul dare 


y. | 
For, behold, I reveal unto you a 
new and an everlasting covenant; 
and if ye abide not that covenant, 
then are ye damned; for no one ean 
reject this covenunt, and be 
to enter into my glory. 
And as pertaining to the new and 


everlastiug covenünt, it was institu- 
ted for the fullness uf my glory; and 


t, 


he that receiveth a fullness thereof, 


permitted 


“Al 


must and shall abide the law, or he. 
shall be dansned, saith the Lord God.” 
Damnation was the awful penalty 
affixed to a refusal to obey this law. 
It became an acknowledged doctrine. 
of the Church; it was indissolubly in- 
terwoven in the minds of its mem- 
hers with their hopes of eternal sal- 
vation and exaltation in the presence 
of God. For nearly twenty years this 
continued to be our faith and prac-’ 
tice. Then a law was enicted aguinst: 
it. Another twenty years elapsed, 
and the Edmunds law was passed. 
Nearly forty years had thus elapsed 
from the first revelation, of this doc- 
trine, during which period thousands 
had lived and died, firmly believing 
and sulemnly testifying that it was 
divine. At great sacrifica' they had 
obeyed it, and based their hopes of 
eternal felicity upon the promises 
which the revelation contained. They 
never dreamed that they had nota 
constitutional right to o A= eg- 
pecially when in obeying Him th 

did not interfere with nor encroa 

upon the rights of any human being, 


either man or woman. It never en- 


tered into their minds to sup for 
a moment that man had a right, after 
God had given a law to His Courch 


for its salvation and exaltation, to 
enact a counter law forbidding, under 
severe penalties, man’s obedience to 
God's law. Who could suppose that 
uny man, in this land of religious lib- 
erty, would presume to say to his 
fellow-man thut he had no right to 
take such steps as he thought neces- 
sary to escapes damnation! or that 
. would euact a law which 
would present the alternative to reli- 
gious believers of being consigned to 
a penitentiary if they should attem 

to obey a law of God which would 
deliver them from damnation! Or 
that, under a ples of maintaining a 
certain form of civilization, God's 
authority to direct His people how to 
escipe from the abominable corrup- 
tions and evils which are eating out 
ths vitals of man’s much vaunted 
civilization, should. be disputed and 
utterly rejected! What is this“ Mor- 
mon” problem, so-called, and why 
should it disturb the people? It is an 
unpopular religion. But so was that 
of the ancient Prophets. Jesus told 
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the Jews that they garnished the 
tombs of the dead Prophets, but killed 
the living ones. They crucified Jesus 


and were slmost as - unanimous in 


their cry to crucify Him, as the peo- 
ple and rulers of the United States 


are to-day to destroy the Mormons.” 


They killed all of His Apostles except 
one, and he was banished to work as 
a slave on the isle of Patmos. It is 
said they cast him into a caldron of 
boiling oil, but he was not killed; and 


if the Scriptures are true, he still 


lives, fur he was to tarry till the com- 
ing of the Savior. We receive as the 
word of God, and so do millions of 
the human. 
testimony of the Prophets who were 
killed. It is published by the mil- 


lions of copies, and sent tu the various 


nations of the earth, by the very peo- 

e who would now seek to destroy 
ux. Jesus, who was crucified between 
two thieves, is now worshiped by 
millions in Christendom as the Son 
of God, the Redeemer of the. world.. 
The Twelve Apostles, His disciples, 
who suffered such ignominious con- 


tuiely aud death, are now designated 
the millivus of Christendum as. 


5 The Ajostles of the Lamb of God,” 


and churches and cat 


lark, St. Luke, etc, „It was then the 
“Christiau. problem;” it is now the 


“Mormon problem”—the same prob-, 
Tem though called by a different name. 
Rie J raus tlie eueniy of the peuple in 


fis uy?” Only as He told ‘tiem th 


truth. (“What evil hath He done 


erated the Jews: C 
cify bim!“ What evil have the Mor- 


mous” done? is asked, and the cry 


domes Lack: No matter, no matter, 
let them be destroyeec. 
By the circulation of endless slan- 
ers and falsehoods concerning us 
d our ‘marriages, wrath and indig- 
Nation have been aroused against us 
in our nation. The ignorauce of tlie 
le concerning us and our doc- 
ines and system have been taken 
Advantage of. Constant attempts 
ve been, and still are being made 
tb indues the world to believe that 
r motive in (sphusing 
cation of 


has been the 


gross, sensuality—that our 
| i it the. doctri 


the writings and 


athedrals are called. 
for them, as St. Peter, St. John, St. 
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origin in licentiousness, and that the 
sanction of religion is merely invoked 


and practice of. ne 


to furnish greater license for the in- 
dulgence of base passions and deyour- 
ing lust. This, as you know, is the 
exact antipodes of the truth. . But 
the world generally do not know it, 
Those of them who know how utterly 
false are these. charges, are either 80 
cowed down by a fierce public opinion 
that they dare not speak, or if they 
have the courage to speak, are almost 
unheard amid the noisy clamor again 
us. Thousands upon thousands of 
honest people in this and other na- 
tions, whose voices, did they know the 
truth, would be raised in our. favor, 
are deceived by these lies and are ar- 
rayed against us. This persecution, if 
it serve no other purpose, will do good 
in this direction. It brings home to 
the hearts of the people, as no pro- 
testations or arguments of ours ever 
eould do, that there is something more 
in this doctrine and practice than they, 
have been led to, belleve. Reflecting 
people will see that there must bea 
great principle involved in this, ox 
men and women would not be willing, 
to suffer fines, bonds and imprisun- 
ment as they do „ 
Is there an) necessity for lustfal 
men and women in this age and na- 
tion to suffer martyrdom to gratify. 
their passionst, Whuever heard of a 
people preferring imprisonment and 
all manner of cruel treatment for tha 


hat evil bath . | indulgence of appetites which the 
asked Pilate, the Gentile Judge. No pe n 
e what evil or what good, voci- | 

“Crucify him, cru- 


could gratify to the fullest extent in 
popular ways, especially when the 
judges upon the bench, the prosecu- 
ting attorneys at the bar, the juries. 
who bring in verdicts, point out the 
way in . marriage obligations 
can be discarded and sensuality be 
gratified without risk or without pun- 
ishment? The press and sectarian 


pulpits also echo the advice. - The 


universal voice is: Put away, your. 
wives; cease to support them and. 
their children; be as And, you. 
need not be put under bonds, be fined 
or be incarcerated in prison... . 
Foul desire opens wide her arms 
and invites ull to her lecherous em- 
brace by easier paths than honorable. 


marriage and the begetting of numer- 


| 
| 
| 
i 
; 
j 7 
i 
; 
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ous children to be daroſully trained 
and. made respectable 
— Every man 


who goes to prison for his religion. 
every, woman who, for love of truth 
ud the busben to whom sbe is 
und for time, and, eternity, submits 
bonds and imprisonment, bears a. 
powerful testimony te the world eon- 
berning the falsity of the views they 
entertain respecting: us and our reli- 
ion. If such noble aud heroic sneri - 
as men and women are now 
gelled upon to. make for their religion 
ederal Courts do not teach the 


3 the. truth concerning us, then 
woe to the worlds for nothing but the 
ty Gad will reach it. 


wath of Almi mighty 

We join with all Saints ia — . 
blessings. upon the noble men 
women 7 have exhibited their in- 
tegrity to God and His cause, 
their devotion to principle, by, sub · 
to, bonds and imprisonment, 


rather than deny their — or break 
If anything were 


eir covenants. 


of our nei 
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not, under the. blessing of the Lord 
Pee these barren valleys into 

ul fields and gardens} Have we 
not established and maintained good 
and cheap government in every place 
which we have settled? Has not every 
man who came into our borders and 
behaved himself been safe in his pro- 
perty, person and religion? Have not 
peace and good order been the fruits 
of our presence? To all these we can 
answer in the affirmative. Have we 
endeavored to force our doctrines or 
practices upon any one} Have we 
in any manner threatened the peace 
bors or of the nation? 
We certainly have not. 

Bespeoting the doctrine of celestial 
marriage, we could not, however 
much we might be disposed to do so, 
teach it to or enforce it upon others 


not of our faith, without violating a 
and command of God. We do not stand 


in the attitude of pro ndists of 
polygamy. We never have believed 
or taught that the doctrine of celestial 
marriage was designed for universal 


to alow to, th the world that our practice. The Lord has made this. 


pat ngs = 
our. defamers woul 
ir heroic conduct has fur 
that, 80 far in this perse-. 

n, at least aa large a proportion 
stood the, test, without — 
ox cowering, as Jesus in His parable 
of the ten virgins. intimated would. be. 
dy to. meat © Bridegroom at His 
gomi eir names will be he 
110 ever sting honor in time and eter- 
as God. hea revealed: 
hese days, are nat established. 

in suffering and sacrifice on the 
part of those who espouse and advo- 
te them. It was. for. these truths. 
Res were driven time and again 
m our homes, and, were finally 
to seek refuge in, 
country, — known as 
mountain And now again we 
are menaced with uin; and — 
— ba have we . whose | 
ave we tres t can be 
ully said wWwe have ot injured. 
upon any. Have we 


Eractices to which 


not as martyrs for religious. | 


who suffered in 
the Principles. of: religious 


them d 
drag 


ld. community, and thus introduce into 


reduced te the clear, and recent events among us 


have also made it clear. Strait is 
the gate, says Jesus, and narrow 
the way that leadeth unto the ex- 
| altation and continuation of the lives, 
=e — there be that find it.” 

There appears to be a fallacious idea — 
abroad regarding this doctrine. It 
has been asserted that there was a 
design to propagate it outside of our 


the United States an element opposed | 
to the Christian views of this and 
other 2 On the contrary, our 
ers have been instructed not to 
1 ere outside of the gathering 
place of the Saints; and they do not 
preach it abroad to any extent even 
in theory, except on occasions when 
it is called for, or when they are as- 
sailed on account of it. At such times 
they respond by defending it as a 


this | doctrine of the Bible and not incon- 
the 9 with the laws of nature. 


It. 
should also be understood that the 
practice is not generally admissible 
even among the Latter-day Saints. It 
is strictly guarded, the intention being 
to allow only those who are above re- 


proach to enter into the relationship. 


22 


; 
j 
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The practice of the doctrine is not 
for extension beyond the Church, and 
is even limited within its pale: The 
idea, therefore, that plural marriage 
is a menace to the: general monoga- 
mous system is without foundation. 
This fallacy is further exhibited by 
the fact of the ar antipathy wi 
which it is regarded, people outside of 
our Church exhibiting a disposition 
the reverse of favorable to its esta- 
blishment in other communities, ma- 
king the extension of its practice 
abroad impossible. Furthermore, 
being strict believers in free-will, you 
Latter-day Saints know that: no man 
or woman has ever been coerced into 
Obligations of that kind, much less 
would we desire to enforce it upon 
any other class of people. 

But in all these events which are 
now taking * we recognize and ac- 
knowledge the hand of God. There is 
a wise purpose in it all, which He will 
yet more fully make plain to us. One 
thing is clear, the Saints are being 
tried in a manner never before known 
among us. The faithful rejoice and 
are steadfast; the unfaithful fear and 
tremble. Those who have oil in their 
lamps and have kept them trimmed 
and burning now have a light for their 
feat und they do not stumble or fall; 
those who have neither light nor oil 
are in perplexity and doubt; they know 
not wLattodo. Is not this the fulfill- 
ment of the word of God and the teuch- 
ings of His servants? Have not the 
Latter-day Saints been taught all the 
day long thar, if they would remain 
faithful and endure to the end, they 
must live their religion by keeping 
every commaudment of God? uve 
they not been continually warned of 
the fate which awaited them if they 
committed sin? Can adulterers, for- 
nicators, liars, thieves, drunkards, Sab- 
bath-bre::kers, blasphemers, or sinners 
of any kind endure the trials which 
Saints must pass through aud expect 
to stand! If there ure any who enter- 
tain such a lope, they deceive them- 
selves, Upon there sins God has pro- 
nounced judgment. No man or 
woman, whe is guilty of any of these 
trausgressions of God's law, can stand 


and retain His Spirit. They must re- 
pent of them and put them far from 
them, vr they will be left in darkness, 


and misery: will be their doom: The 
Lord will not be Wocked. He will ‘not 
bear with hypocrites; but ‘they will be 
ape wed out. Ff all who theniselves 
Latter-day Saints wers true and 
ful to their God; to His holy ‘covenants 
and laws. and were ‘living as 
should, perseeution would roll off fro 

us without disturbing us in the least. 
But it is painful to know that this is 
nut their condition. ‘There ure secret 
abominations practiced by those who 


are called Saints, which the trials we 
are now passing through will revext a 


a manner terrible to them, Open ‘sin 
are nlso winked at and condoned b 
Presidents, Bishops, Teacliers ud par- 
ents in a manner offenni ve to Gud and 


grie vous to man. Proper care und 


vigilance are not exercised ti — 
Wards and Stakes cleansed from iniqui- 
ty and to have transgressors dealt 
with. The innocent are thus inade to 
suffer with the guilty; for the Lord has 
commanded that the inhabitants of 
Zion must purge themselves from in- 
iquity, folly, covetousness and vnnity, 
and listen to and obey His laws; or they 
cannot have His protection, He has. 
also said that if His people will obey 
His and keep His 
to do them, not in name only, tut in 
reality, He will be their shield and pro-- 
tector and strong tower, and no man’ 
win be able to hurt them, for He will 
be their defense. These trinls uf our 
faith and constancy which we ure now 
passing througl: will be overruled for- 
our good and future prosyerity. In 
days to come we shall be able to look“ 
baek 2 with clearuess how 
visibly God's providence is in all that 
we now witness, Let us do all in ove 
power to so live before the Lord that 
if we are persecuted, it shall not be for 
wrong-doing, but for righteousness, 
At the present time we m:y very 
pertinently inquire: Why are the. 
people of these mountains treated 28. 
we now are! Where in this broad 
land is the virtue of women so amply 
guarded or so jealously protected us 
here? No ery of hungry, naked or- 
outraged humanity has ever uscended 
to heaven from our borders against the: 
men whom the courts are now so busy | 
in sending to prison and treating as 
criminals. There was a time in these 
mountains when adultery, furnication, 


— 
| 
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whoredom and illegitimacy were almost 
unknown. A woman was as safe frem: 
insult in traversing over aur streets and 
highwayn as if she were under her hus- 
band's ur father’s roof. Marriage was 
encouraged, Mice was ‘repressed. Wo- 
men were free to form cdnnections: 
with the Q posite: sex to suit them · 
selves, so long as those connections 
were sanctified by marriage. But what: 
a change we now behold! A tide of 
evil surges around us. It threatens to 
overwhelm us and to reduce us to ruin. 
The flood gutes of vice are opened 


upon us, und not content with the rush; 


of this filthy stream iuto our cities and 
settlements, those. who, hate us would 
do more; They wonld invade: yur 
dwellings; they would destroy our 
families; they would: loosen every bond 
wllich has held bociety together; they 
would array wife against: husband, 
child against parent, friend against 
friend; they would mxke every man, 
woman and childen spy, an informer 
and «4 betrnyer; they would sap the 
foundation of faith, confidence: and 
honor and make every one distrust 
bis fellow. Satan never wrought 
greater rujn in Eden thau these 
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‘raptions. You know, therefore, how 


great is the beam that is in the eyes uf 
those who reprove us forthe mote they 
‘imagine they perceive in our «ye. We 
‘know! that ftöm the household of every 
faithful Latter-day Saint daily and fer- 
vent thanksgiving ascends to the God 
ot heaven for having shown them how 
to escape from the frightful evils under 

twhich:society gronus in so-called civil- | 
ized lands, Nevertheless, we will not 
indulge in recrimination. We sincerely 
mourn over the existence of the drend- 
ful.sins which are permitted to flourish 
and. to spread with unblashing front 
through the land. As a people, we 
have lifted) our voices in warning’ 
against these sins und against those 
who practice them. We shall still con- 

tinue to do so. If in return forall this 
we are treated with violence and re- 
pranch, it is no more than our Lord 
and Master was before us. We may 

rest assured that the predictions con- 
cerning the calumities and judgments 
which are about to fall upon the 

wicked, the nnbelieving and the un- 
repentant will all be fulfilled, as will 

avery word and promise which the 
Lord has spoken to us. But while we 


enemies of ours would work in our warn ethers, let us not forget ourselves, 


midst if we would listen to their 
blandishments or be frightened by 
their threats. And is all this havoc to 
be wrougkt beciuse of bur wickeduess! 
No. ten thousand times. NO. Let 
those who are xo loud in denoundiug 
us, 80 active in persecuting us, look 
around them. Are tbere no people 
but the Mormons“ to regenerate and 
purge from sint Read the daily record 
of black crime which fills the journals 
of the land. If the correction of evil, 
the improvement of morals, the upruut- 
ing of vice, the repression of violence 
and crime were objects which animate 
those who seek ta destroy svciety. in 
these mountuins, then we could say in 
the; danguaye. of the Savior: “ Thou 
thyself: behuldest nut the beam that is 
in thine. oyn eye. Thou ibypoerite, | 
first cast.out the beam out of thine own 
eye; and then shalt thou see clearly: to 


cast out the mute out of thy brother's 
We speak to you, a people who have 


traveled and mingled: much in ‘society 
all over the world.’ You are not igno- 
rant of thé world, its ways ur its cor - 


or our families. Let us look well to 
our own lives and the conduct and 
lives of those whu belong to our house- 
hold. If we keep ourselves unspotted 
from sin, rest assured the Lord will 
never forget or forsake us 
Upon Presidents of Stakes, Bishops 
and other leading officers gront respon- | 
sibility rests. They are placed as 
shepherds over the flock of Christ. Ik 
through any neglect of theirs the flock - 
is injured or destroyed. the blood of 
those souls will be found upon their 
garments. The Melchizedec and 
| Aaronie Priesthoods confer grent power 
and authority upou man; they lift man 
‘nearer. to and make bim His 
representative. But woe to the men 
rposes, and fail to use it for 3 
— and the sal vation of His children. 
Far better for them if they had never 
received it. 1. 
We have been commanded of the 
Lord to set our households in order. 
Apostles, Presidents of Stakes and 


(Bishops, have you done this with your 
households? Have you ulso seen 


— 
| 
| 
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that the Saints have done the- same 
Have you i upon the people 
under your charge the absolute neces. 
sity of purity if they desire the blessing: 
and protection of the Most Hight} 
Wolves. never watched with greater 
cuanning and more ravenous hunger a 
. of sheep and lam ba than the peo · 
— of your Wards and Stakes are now 
ing watched by those who are ready 
to:devour them. Are you awake to 
this danger, and do yuu take every Pre- 
caution. agninst it? . 
Parents, are yuu full of fidelity your- 
selves to every principle of godliness, 
and do you surround your sons 
daughters with every safeguard to 
shield them from the urts of the —— 
Do you teach them that chastity in 
both man and woman shauld be more 
highly esteemed than life itself? Or du 
vou leave them in their: ignorance and 
inexperience to mix with any suciety 
they may choose, at any hour that may 
convenient. t» them, and to be ex- 
posed to the wiles of the seducer and 
the corrupt? These are questions you 
will all have to answer either to your 
shame and condemmation or to your 
joy and eternal bappiness. Know this, 
that God, in giving us the recious 
blessings we possess, demands from 
us a suitable return. By receiving 
them we are placed Ander obligations. 
If these are not dischurged, condemna- 
tion inevitably follow. 

We hear favorable accounts of the 
action of Primary Assoeiations, Sun- 
day Schools, and Voung 
Women's Mut rovement Asso- }J 
ciations, and Relief ieties. These 
have unlimited opportu 
nities of doing good. If those who 
have them in charge are faithful in at- 
tending: to their duties, great will be 

er reward. If we desire the pros- 
perity of ioe, we will carefully guard 
and train our young. They come to 
us pure from the Lord. By proper 
training we ean make them mighty in- 
struments: for good. But, „ Superin- 
tendents and Teachers Of. 
sociations and Sunday : Schools, and 
Presidents af Young Men and ‘Young 
Women’s Associations and Relief 80 
cieties, remember this, that God will 
never bless an unvirtueus people 3 
while a fleod tide of 
structive of all true m vir · 


j 


— — are 
judgments which the Lord has said 


The Elders are required to 


As- through 


MILELENMAL WTA. 


ing over the land, we 1 
rriers to stop its eon- 
— — ou have the 


‘young in your charge. im- 


press upon them by every means in 
‘your’ power how dreadful ‘a sin is un- 
chastity. They are taught: to shrink 
in horror from murder; but: they 


should be taught to shrink with ab- 


horrence from the next great sin to 


shedding blood, and that is med 


the Elders who are in 
our own and in other lands we hear 


gen enerally favorable reports. Te 
and have much to conten with. The 
world is waxing worse worse. 


uity abounds. Men's hearts are 
ardened — the truth, and the’ 
ast being prepared for the 


He will pour out in the last La 
‘carry the 
message which God has sent to man- 


kind to every nation and to warn 
them, not in anger or in scorn, but in 
meekness and humility, that they may 
flee from — Wrath to come. To 
them we 


Be 
thoughts, 


urs in all 
d acts. K 


‘yourselves unspotted from every evi 


Avoid all vulgarity: — act and expres- 
sion. Put away all 
eches, and be: sober’ men of: oa, 

fi led with — Holy: and 
power 
To the Pweive — and their: 


Counselors we say: Remember the 
— 0 —.— in Christ 
ou are to be His 


— witnesses in the °-workd, to 
bear testimony that He lives and 
reigns on high, to see that the Gospel © 
is preached 'toall the inhabitants of the 
earth, and that the earth is | 41 
by suitable warning for the coming f 5 
the Son of Man. How great and all- 
important is your calling. It may be 
said that the souls of à worid are en- si 
trusted to you. Through your labor 
aud 8 either in person or 
other chosen Messengers 
whose labors you direct, the inhabi- 
tants of the earth will be judged: Is 
there an 1 of God, then, Which 


youshoul lect,as there any: — 
urity which you should not reac 

there an rifice which you ‘should 
— be wi — make? Can men 


— 
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with such a calling as yours be other with joy and peace. We can truly sa 
than holy and yet please our God? Hosannah to God in the highest. We 
Who among you can neglect the duties know that Zion will no: be overthrown 
of your calling to devote time and | or be made desolate. Every ee 
care to the world and its pursuits? made concerning Zion by the 
| be say 2 you in — truth — 5 will disturbs 0 The only oie ie 
t ple ne Of you 0 wer 0 ort 
Maike leasing your Mad en. (af Wrong de ag by tho obe W 
your salvation. Latter-day acd 
To the Saints we say that —— Praying that God will bless and — 
Woodruff, at our last accoun ee serve, you and lead you in the path of 
health and spirits notwi ‘and that you may all 
ing his advanced age, and as full of | operate together in 27 1 
zeal and faith as ever. ment of the pur God and the: 
President-J F. Smith, our fei- p ion of Church and the: 
low label in the First Presidency, establishment of kli Kingdom, we 
— not with us, is actively. em- — with much love, 


yed in the minis r Four friends and fellow-laborers in 
9 in the wor of Ged. eo oa te. Ne ew and Everlasting Covenant, 

ardent, as devoted and as JoHN TATTon, 

as ever. Were he here, his name, | Groraz Q. Cannon,’ 


without doubt, — n With of the First Presidency of the Church 
ours to this e Christ of Latter-day 
Notwithstanding that we are now t October 6, 1885. 

| — through, our hearts are filled’ ae 
ro br CONTINUED.] 


A letter from Sleight, of the Manchester Con- 
Ea dated October 29, 1885, furnishes us the following interesting items: 

“The Elders. are all well, as far as I know, and the prospect for reaching 
‘some people is flattering. We have baptized twelve since our last Confer- 
ence, and expect to baptize several more in a few days; so after a hard time: 
to get the Gospel 1 before the people the. Lord is working with some, and 
they : are inclined to receive the tru The “strike” at Oldham is ended, 
and Tam glad to say that our people have commenced work. We are orga- 
nizing Mutual Improvement Associations in all the Branches where it is 
convenient for them to hold meetings. Last Saturday. (Oct. 24th) a con- 
joint meeting of the Manchester aud Moorside Associations Was held at 
Moorside, where short Addresses, recitations. and songs made the evening in- 
structive and pleasant“ 
N. ORWICH (Coxrmmexce—President A v. Cal thus writes. under date of 
November: 2, 1885: 
Four have been. baptized 88 the last month, andl will attend to some 
more next Sunday, all being well, Our meetings here have been well 
attended, and p general good feeling ke 
and my. hopes: hright snd ni 10 

tremb at 

its „ fp their prove a ent ike the the filmy a “spi ing 
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THE ADDRESS or THE FIRST ‘PRESIDENCY. 

‘OUR will bes that al our space this toth 
Epistle of the First Presidency of the Church, which was read to the Saints 
at the late General. Conference i in Logan. It is of such interest that none of 

our readers who comménce to read it would be satisfied: to lay! it by and 

Wait a week before finishing it; and as one Stak contains the whole address, 
it will be convenient for purposes of distribution. We hope that our readers 
will take interest in circulating it among their friends and neighbors, and 
thus assist in disseminating a correct understanding of the present condition 
of things in Utah. 

This is the second time that the Presideney have been compelled to address 
the General Conference by means of an Epistle, and although it is a matter 
‘of regret that they cannot appear personally in the congregations of the 
Saints, we are yet pleased to receive their counsels and instructions in so 
direct a manner as we do, and to learn that they are enabled to transact all 
“business pertaining to their calling as heretofore, | save in this matter of per- 
sonal association with the Saints. 

It is a source of great joy to the Latter-day Saints that notwithstanding 
the determined efforts. made by their enemies to harass and ‘imprison the 
‘Authorities of the Church, the Lord has so overruled events that thus far 
the First Presidency have been preserved from their wicked designs. Presi- 
‘dent Taylor and his Counselors enjoy the perfect love and confidence of the 
Saints, and if a sacrifice were necessary, thousands of lives of the people of 
God would interpose between His anointed servants and the hate of the 
wicked. But this great Latter-day work is to be worked out by other agen- 
cies than the bravery and daring of man, and we are called upon to prove 
our devotion to God and His servants, and the cause of truth, by lives of 
strict integrity and purity, as well as by the lesser test of physical endurance, 
and we can then safely leave the manipulation of events and their results 
with the Lord, Whose power has not lessened nor His arm weakened since 
the mighty works He wrought for the deliverance of ancient Tsrael:' : 

_ Christendom takes great delight in reading the Epistles of Prophets * 


gene- 
ration. How much greater the blessing and privilege of the Latter-day 
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Saints to receive from God's servants, now living upon the earth, the words 
of inspiration and revelation directly suited to their circumstances and sur- 
roundings! With such. reflections we commend to our readers a careful 
perusal and study of the Epistle. G. O. 


3 2 
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REeLRAsE AND. APPOINTMENT. —Elder Lorenzo Waldram, Jun., is released 
een the Bristol Conference, and appointed to labor in the Nottingham Con- 


ference. 


5 UTAH NEWS. 
—0 
Summarised from Territorial: Papers. ) 
A long continued drouth i in Arizona is reported. | 
Good sheep can be purchased in Utah at one dollar and-a-half per head. 
hale were 1 two e, cases of diphtheria in Salt Lake City on the 
„17th 
Several car Pads of dried peaches have been shipped , this season from Salt 
Lake to Eastern markets. 
„Matches in the hands of children caused a thousand dollar fire in Fountain 
Green, Sanpete County, on the 8th ult. Brother Andrew J. Aargaard was 
the sufferer. | 


A Farmers’ Organization has been effected in Logan, Cache Co., for the 
better control of the sale of grain = other —— as a means of ae 

— on the 13th — Was mistaken for a deer, and shot dead = a friend 
named Taylor, who is wild with grief at his fatal blnnder. 

Hopt, the murderer, has been sentenced to death for the fourth time. He 
4 shooting as the mode of death to be inflicted upon him, = the 
3 

The nefarious plot to again indict and imprison Elders Cannon and Musser 

or the game alleged offense for which they have already suffered i imprison- 
ment, and fine, haa been defeated by the mn of the Grand J my! to 110 
em. 

Bishop Udall, of St. Johns, Arizona, who: i is now 1 imprisonment 
on a trumped up charge of perjury, | but whose real offense arises from the 

fact that he is 3 leading Mormon, recently lost a little daughter; fifteen 
months old, who died of summer complaint and teething. The child was 
(taken sick during her father’s absence at his trial, when her life was despaired 
of, and during her illness he frequently called for “Papa,” but even this 
conautatien was denied the dying child, her father being hurried off to prison 
without being permitted to ses his family, to endure punishment for a crime 
of which he was innocent. Efforts are being made for the Bishop’s release, 

in which even some of his enemies are n but such wrongs aa these are 
hard to atone for. 5 


* 
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